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A Christmas Note from Pastor GeRue 

I would like to thank all of you for the many kind remembrances and gifts of love which have been so 

bountifully showered upon me and my family during this special season. 

 Christmas reveals to us that wondrous blessing which brings us together as a congregation and supplies the 

motivation for service to and with each other The light of God's indescribable gift brightens our insights to the 

wonderful mystery of the life we share as the Church, body of Christ and the family of God. 

 May the Word and Sacraments of the Word made flesh bring this same light to you in richest measure 

throughout the coming year! A Blessed Christmas to you all! 

In Christ, Pastor GeRue, Valerie, Catherine and Elizabeth 

 

AS WE GATHER . . . Christ comes for sinners; for the whole world; for me; for you!  This Christmas celebration 

recognizes with joy that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.  As those blessed with the Christmas 

Gospel of salvation, this service sends us out into the world as Good News messengers of Christmas joy. 
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TO OUR VISITORS: The members of Our Savior congregation are glad to have you with us when we gather 

around the Word and Sacraments of our Lord Jesus Christ. Here it is that we find our source of forgiveness and 

life before God. It is our prayer that you also may rejoice in the precious message of the Gospel of our Lord: “But 

God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead through our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-by grace you have been saved!” (Ephesians 2:4-5). Please introduce 

yourselves to Pastor as you leave today! 

 LESSONS AND CAROLS  

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND SERVICE THEME 
(Please stand and face the entrance) 

Opening Hymn ........................... “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” ............................................... LSB # 358 

All  
1 “From heav’n above to earth I come 

To bear good news to ev’ry home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 

Whereof I now will say and sing: 

 Women: 

2 “To you this night is born a child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This little child of lowly birth 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

 All 

3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, 

Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be 

From all your sins to set you free. 

 Men 

4 “He will on you the gifts bestow 

Prepared by God for all below, 

That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 

You may with us His glory share. 

 All 

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: 

The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 

By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

 All 

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 

Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done 

In sending us His own dear Son. 

 All 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair? 

It is the Christ Child lying there. 
Text and Music: Public domain 

 
(The Congregation is seated) 

 THE OFFICE OF THE WORD OF GOD  

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

C Amen. 

 EXHORTATION AND PRAYER  

P Beloved in Christ: In this Christmas season it is our duty and delight to hear again the message of the angels 

and, in heart and mind, to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord 

has made known to us, the Christ-child, lying in a manger. 

 Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days after our 

fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this Holy Child. 

 But first, let us pray for people all over the world, who would delight with us to know the good news of Jesus 

Christ and who would join with us in singing his praises. Let us pray for the people of this place and for all 

those in our own congregation. 
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 And because this would please our Lord, let us remember, in his name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the 

hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and those who are sad, the lonely and the unloved, the elderly and the 

little children. We especially remember all those who do not know the Lord Jesus, or who do not love him, or 

who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 

 Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live in greater light than we, 

that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, who died in faith, and who 

live before the throne of God and praise him each day in his temple. We confess that we are united with them 

as we are united with one another . 

 These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven in the words Christ himself taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

First Lesson ........................................................................................................................................ Genesis 3:8-15 

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife 

hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the 

man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree 

of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 

fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 

said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall 

eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 

offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

  

Carol ................................................. “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” .................................................... LSB # 384 

All 

1 Of the Father’s love begotten 

    Ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, 

    He the source, the ending He, 

Of the things that are, that have been, 

    And that future years shall see 

        Evermore and evermore. 

Women 

2. Oh, that birth forever blessèd, 

    When the virgin, full of grace, 

By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

    Bore the Savior of our race, 

And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 

    First revealed His sacred face 

        Evermore and evermore. 

Men 

3. This is He whom seers in old time 

    Chanted of with one accord, 

Whom the voices of the prophets 

    Promised in their faithful word. 

Now He shines, the long-expected; 

    Let creation praise its Lord 

        Evermore and evermore. 

All 

4. O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; 

    Angel hosts, His praises sing. 

Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him 

    And extol our God and King. 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, 

    Ev’ry voice in concert ring 

        Evermore and evermore. 



~ 4 ~ 
 

All 

5. Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 

    And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

    And unending praises be, 

Honor, glory, and dominion, 

    And eternal victory 

        Evermore and evermore. 
Text (sts. 1–5) and Tune: Public domain

 

 

Second Lesson ..................................................................................................................... Genesis 22:15-18 (ESV) 

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, 

declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless 

you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And 

your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be 

blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”  

 

Carol ................................................... “Go Tell it on The Mountain” ...................................................... LSB # 388 

Refrain 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 

 All 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light.  Refrain. 

 

All 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior’s birth.  Refrain. 

 Children 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessèd Christmas morn.  Refrain. 
Text (sts. ref, 1–3) and Music: Public domain 

Third Lesson ............................................................................................................................ Isaiah 9:2; 6-7 (ESV)  

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them 

has light shined. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 

his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase 

of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it 

and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of 

hosts will do this.  

 

Carol .................................................... “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” ....................................................... LSB # 379

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 

Refrain 

 O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

    Christ the Lord! 
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 2 Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 
  
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4) and Music: Public domain 

 

Fourth Lesson ............................................................................................................................ Micah 5:2-4 (ESV) 
 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 

me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up 

until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of 

Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the 

LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.  

 

Choral Carol ..................................... “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ...................................................... LSB # 361 
Solo Elizabeth GeRue 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 

 All 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

    Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

    Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 

    And peace to all the earth! 

 

Solo Elizabeth GeRue 

3 How silently, how silently 

    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

    The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming; 

    But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

    The dear Christ enters in. 

All 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

    The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel! 
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Fifth Lesson ........................................................................................................................ Luke 1:26-35; 38 (ESV) 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,  to a virgin 

betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came 

to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!" But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 

tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 

name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end." And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?"  And the angel answered her, "The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy— the Son of God. And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word." And the angel departed from her.  

 

Carol .......................................................... “The Angel Gabriel” .............................................................. LSB # 356 
Solo Elizabeth GeRue 
1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as 

flame: 

“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 

Most highly favored lady.” 

    Gloria! 

 All 

2 “For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honor thee; 

Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers 

foretold, 

Most highly favored lady.” 

    Gloria! 

  

Solo Elizabeth GeRue 
3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 

“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 

“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy 

name.” 

Most highly favored lady, 

    Gloria! 

 All 

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will 

ever say: 

“Most highly favored lady.” 

    Gloria! 
Text (sts. 1–4) and Tune: Public domain 

Sixth Lesson .................................................................................................................................... Luke 2:1-7(ESV) 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 

with child.  And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

 

Carol ......................................................... “Away in the Manger” .......................................................... LBW # 364

All 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the [bright] sky looked down where 

He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

Children 
2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
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All 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
Text (sts. 1–3) and Tune: Public domain

 

Seventh Lesson ............................................................................................................................. Luke 2:8-20 (ESV) 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 

And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the 

people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign 

for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace among those with whom he is pleased!" 

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go over to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us."  And they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  And when they saw it, they made known the 

saying that had been told them concerning this child.  And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 

them.  But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

 

Carol .......................................................... “What Child is This” ............................................................. LSB # 370 

 Men    

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

    While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 Women 
2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

    The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

    The babe, the son of Mary!

All 
3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The virgin sings her lullaby; 

    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
Text and Music: Public domain 
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Eighth Lesson ......................................................................................................................... Matthew 2:1-12 (ESV) 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 

came to Jerusalem,  saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose 

and have come to worship him."  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;  

and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  

They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: " 'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my 

people Israel.' " Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 

appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have 

found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him." After listening to the king, they went on their 

way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place 

where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house 

they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

departed to their own country by another way.  
 

Carol .................................................. “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” ..................................................... LSB # 380

Women   

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

    God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the_angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

  

Refrain 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Men 
2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

    Late in time behold Him come, 

    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the_incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel! 

  
All  

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

    Light and life to all He brings, 

    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 
Text and Music: Public domain 
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Ninth Lesson ............................................................................................................................... John 1:1-14 (ESV) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning 

with God.  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.  In him 

was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 

all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet 

the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did 

receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. who were born, not of blood 

nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.   

 

Carol .................................................... “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” .................................................... LSB # 393 

 

 

 

 
Text and Music: Public domain

The Christmas Message 

Offering 

Offertory ..................... “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” ............................................... LSB # 366 

1 It came upon the midnight clear,  

    That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth  

    To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,  

    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay  

    To hear the angels sing. 

  

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 

    With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav’nly music floats 

    O’er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

    They bend on hov’ring wing, 

And ever o’er its babel sounds 

    The blessèd angels sing.
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 3 All you, beneath your heavy load, 

    By care and guilt bent low, 

Who toil along a dreary way 

    With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, 

    Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring you peace; 

    Of Him the angels sing. 

  

4 For lo, the days have come to pass 

    By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years 

    Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth 

    God’s ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear 

    The song the angels sing. 

+THE OFFICE OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR+ 
(Out of love for our neighbor and obedience to God’s clear Word, Our Savior practices close communion in celebrating the Lord’s Supper.  

Every communicant member of this congregation or of another Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod  congregation, who is sorry for his sins, who 

trusts that only by God’s  grace through faith in Christ he is saved, and recognizes that Christ’s body and  blood are really present and received 
by him for the forgiveness of sins, is welcome at the Lord’s Table.  For the Apostle Paul writes in I Corinthians 11:28: A man ought to examine 

himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 

If you are not a communicant member of an LCMS congregation and desire to partake of Holy Communion, please speak to a Pastor or an 
Elder of the congregation.  We would be glad to make arrangements for instruction so that you might join us at the Lord’s Table soon! 

 
(The congregation rises) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And With Thy Spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We Lift Them Up Unto The Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It Is Meet And Right So To Do. 

P It is truly good right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, for in the mystery of the Word made flesh, You have given us a new 

revelation of Your glory, that seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may be drawn to the love of those 

things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

C Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Of Heavenly Hosts: Heaven And Earth Are Full Of Your Glory. Hosanna, 

Hosanna, Hosanna In The Highest. Blessed Is He, Blessed Is He, Blessed Is He Who Comes In The Name 

Of The Lord. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna In The Highest. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 (The congregation is seated) 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Angels from the Realms of Glory ............................................................................................. LSB # 367 

1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

 

 Refrain 

Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 

    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

  

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

    Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 

    Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

  

4 Saints before the altar bending, 

    Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

    In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

 

 5 All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

    To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–5) and Music: Public domain 

Now Sing We, Now Rejoice ....................................................................................................... LSB# 386 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

     He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

     Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

     Thou my Savior art! 

     Thou my Savior art! 
 

2 Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to Thee. 

     Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

     Through Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

3 Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine. 

     Death was reigning o’er us  

Through sin and vanity 

     Till He opened for us  

A bright eternity.  

     May we praise Him there! 

     May we praise Him there! 
  

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 

     Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 

     Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

     Oh, that we were there! 

     Oh, that we were there! 
Text (sts. 1–4) and Tune: Public domain

Joy to the World ........................................................................................................................ LSB # 387
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

  

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

  

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 



~ 12 ~ 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE……….“Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn” ........................ LSB #391 

Rejoice, rejoice this happy morn, 

A Savior unto us is born, 

    The Christ, the Lord of glory! 

His lowly birth in Bethlehem 

The angels from on high proclaim 

    And sing redemption’s story!

        My soul, extol 

    God’s great favor; 

    Bless Him ever 

        For salvation; 

Give Him praise and adoration! 
Text (st. 1) and Tune: Public domain 

 

+ The Candlelight Ceremony + 
[During the Proclamation of the Light of God, the candles are lit] 

[Please dip only the unlit candle during candle lighting] 

Proclamation of the Light of God 

P The People who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shined. 

C For To Us A Child Is Born, To Us A Son Is Given, 

P In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

C The Light Shines In The Darkness, But The Darkness Has Not Overcome It. 

P And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; 

C We Have Beheld His Glory, Glory As Of The Only Son From The Father. 

The Christmas Collect 

P O God, who has made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light, grant, we 

beseech You, that as we have known on earth the mysteries of that Light, we may also come to 

the fullness of its joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C AMEN 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

The Canticle ............................................ “Silent Night” .......................................................... LSB # 363

1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  
2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
  

3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
Text and Music: Public domain 

[Candles are extinguished] 

 


